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Hollywood, stopping at Soldiers' Home, con- 
tinuing through Westgate and Brentwood 
Park to Santa Monica, with admission to 
the Camera obscura, and a short stop at 
Ocean Park. From thence the party will go 
to Venice, taking a trip on the scenic rail- 
way, visiting aquarium on the pier, and 
returning by way of Redondo. 



COMPARATIVE DATA IN LIBRARY RE- 
PORTS 

Librarians and library trustees have long 
felt that there ought to be an easier way of 
comparing the statistics of one library with 
another. If the librarian had the proper data 
in hand to show that his book purchase fund 
was several per centum lower than in the 
majority of libraries; that he had fewer 
staff members in proportion to the popula- 
tion of his city than he ought to have; or 
that the tax income per capita was not as 
large as other cities appropriated; or simi- 
lar pertinent statistics, he would have the 
equipment most necessary to wage a cam- 
paign for re-adjusting these conditions. 

The average librarian, even though he has 
on file the reports of all the leading libraries 
of the country, is generally too busy to 
compile for himself a table of data that is 
large enough and representative enough to 
be of any very material service to him for 
such a purpose. If such material is made 
available and useful it must be by co-opera- 
tive effort and published in such a way that 
comparison between libraries can be made 
at a glance by him who runs. As a tentative 
suggestion along this line the Secretary 
here publishes, in the adjoining column, a 
table of proposed information which could 
be gleaned from most library reports, and 
which he believes would give serviceable 
facts to librarians. 

In preparing this table there has been no 
little difficulty in determining what facts 
should be stated in the limited space avail- 
able. As such a table would have its great- 
est value as a medium for comparison, it 
has been deemed wise to give preference 
to percentage tables rather than to totals, 
as this is the only way in which institutions 
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in cities of widely varying population can be 
properly compared. 

The Secretary wishes to emphasize that 
this is only a tentative rough draft on which 
he hopes to receive the suggestions and 
criticisms of many members of the Asso- 
ciation. Some very necessary data may have 
been inadvertently omitted and should 
take the place of some less interesting 
and pertinent fact. 

If such a scheme of tabulating library 
data appears feasible after due considera- 
tion the Bulletin will publish a revised draft 
of this proposed table, and we will then be 



glad to have any library in the United 
States or Canada compile and send to the 
Secretary carefully prepared statistics for 
this table from its own latest report. So far 
as possible all libraries which report their 
data will be listed in the Bulletin. Please 
bear in mind that each library is requested 
to tabulate its own data; the Executive of- 
fice has not the necessary staff to do this 
work; each library must make its own 
contribution ready to be copied into the 
Bulletin. If you think these statistics will 
be useful please do your share towards 
supplying the material. 



